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AIA Northern Michigan Lunch Presentation

When: Wednesday, May 28th, 12:00 Noon
Where: Chamber of Commerce
Sponsor / Presenter: Comfort Line Ltd.

FRP Windows and Doors - “The Alternative Green 
Material”

Description:  An overview on the sustainability and durability of 
Fiberglass as an environmentally friendly alternative.

Learning Objectives:  After completion of this course, participants 
will have:
1.  Knowledge of the sustainable features, and advantages of 
fiberglass as a viable window framing alternative for commercial 
and residential applications.
2.  Knowledge of the environmentally friendly aspects of using 
fiberglass pultrusions for window designs as compared to other 
alternatives.
3.  Knowledge of the recyclability and energy efficiency of fiber-
glass pultrusions when used as window framing material.
4.  Knowledge on the strength, durability and high performance 
characteristics of fiberglass window framing material as com-
pared to alternative materials.

**Please RSVP (if you haven’t already done so) by responding to Sarah 
Bourgeois at sarah@sbourgeois.com

Volunteers for Kids Fest Castle Build

The Chapter is looking for volunteers for the upcoming Kids Fest 
at the Traverse City Film Festival to help with the cardboard cas-
tle build.  Please let us know if you are interested.
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AIA National Releases Digital Advocacy Tool for Members

By Bryan J. Soukup, Esq., Manager of State and Local Government 
Relations 

The AIA National State and Local Government Relations Team is 
proud to announce the release of its “What Architects Do” Digital 
Advocacy Tool. The product of more than a year of planning and de-
sign, the Digital Tool consists of a PDF slide presentation and sug-
gested base-script explaining the role of an architect to a diverse 
audience. This audience potentially includes legislators, regulators, 
prospective clients, procurement agents and other professionals. 
AIA National has also provided a demo for members, showcasing 
how to properly execute the presentation in a succinct and simple 
manner.

The most effective advocates for architects are architects them-
selves. Architects should be on the frontlines of government, pro-
moting the issues that are most important to architects. To do that, 
policymakers must understand the value that architects bring to the 
process of planning, designing, constructing and maintaining build-
ings. This Digital Tool facilitates this process and gives architects a 
visual aid to help simplify the message.

If you choose to use this tool, please download the “What Architects 
Do” Script and “What Architects Do” PDF. Instead of simply playing 
the demo for the audience, the script and PDF will allow members, 
in their own voices, to not only speak to the important issues exhib-
ited in the demo, but to also incorporate powerful personal touches 
by adding their own stories, accomplishments, and anecdotes.

Go to http://www.aia.org/advocacy/state/index.htm for more informa-
tion and links to download the demo, PDF, and script.
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CEOs Announce Major Commitment to Promote Resilient 
Planning and Building Materials

Washington, D.C. –May 13, 2014 – Leaders of America’s design and 
construction industry – along with building owners and operators - 
for the first time have agreed to promote resilience in contemporary 
planning, building materials, design, construction and operational 
techniques as the solution to making the nation’s aging infrastruc-
ture more safe and secure.

CEOs of almost two-dozen leading design and construction industry 
associations with more than 700,000 members generating almost 
$1 trillion in GDP today used the occasion of “Building Safety Month” 
to issue a joint statement on resilience, which can be found here. 
The statement was unveiled at a press conference at the National 
Building Museum, where a major exhibition titled Designing for Di-
saster presents design and building solutions for disaster mitigation, 
opened May 11.

“We recognize that natural and manmade hazards pose an increas-
ing threat to the safety of the public and the vitality of our nation,” 
reads the statement, in part. “We further recognize that contempo-
rary planning, building materials, design, construction and opera-
tional techniques can make our communities more resilient to these 
threats.”

The CEOs committed their design and construction sector organi-
zations to significantly improve the resilience of the nation’s entire 
built environment through research into new materials, construction 
procedures and other methods to improve the standard of practice. 
Among other things, they also committed the industry to educating 
itself through continuous learning; to advocating for effective land 
use policies; to responding to disasters alongside first responders; 
and to planning for future events, with a strategy for fast recovery.

“Resilient design places architects at the center of the solution, with 
particular emphasis on the private, non-governmental sectors,” 
said American Institute of Architects CEO Robert Ivy, FAIA. “I would 
like to congratulate my fellow leaders in the design and construc-
tion sector for joining together to make sure resiliency is not viewed 
as just a fad but remains front and center in our efforts moving for-
ward.”
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AIA Northern Michigan
2013 Officers

President
Sarah Bourgeois, AIA
Sarah Bourgeois, Architects
231.947.2700
sarah@sbourgeois.com

Vice President / AIAM Direc-
tor
Mark Humitz, AIA LEED AP
Cornwell Architects PC
231.946.7711
mark@cornwell-architects.
com

Secretary
Michael T. Callahan, AIAE

Treasurer
Robert C. Stow, AIA
Robert Stow, Architect, PLC
231.883.8806
bob@robertstow.com

Submit articles to:
Email Editor 
Chris Clinton
Cornwell Architects PC
231.946.7711
chris@cornwell-architects.
com

AIA Members
We would like to encourage everyone to become
actively involved in your local AIA Chapter. One of
the simplest forms of participation is to maintain
your membership.

Sarah M. Bourgeois, AIA 
Michael T. Callahan, AIAE
William M. Crossman, AIAE
Christopher M. Clinton, AIA
John E. Dancer, AIA
Wanda C. Diamond, Assoc. AIA
John R. Dyksterhouse, AIAE
Susan P. Edwards, AIA
James D. Elkins, AIA
Steven C. Feringa, AIA
Michael A. Fitzhugh, AIA
Larry L. Graves, AIAE
Peter L. Haddix, AIAE
Paul A. Hazelton, AIAE
Mark T. Humitz, AIA LEED AP
Raymond J. Kendra, AIA LEED AP
Kelly R. Kerlin-Ropposch, AIA
John K. Kerridge, AIA LEED AP
David W. Kimble, AIA
David H. Lawrence, AIA
George P. Moutsatson, AIAE
Kenneth C. Richmond, AIA
Richard A. Skendzel, AIA
Robert J. Sommerville, AIAE
Marcia K. Stobie, AIA
Robert C. Stow, AIA
Philip A. Swiderski, Sr. Assoc. AIA
Robert W. West Jr., AIA
Bradly S. Wheeler, AIA
Peter Smith, Assoc. AIA

Doug Rexroat

 

 

 

Available at Brown Lumber Co. 
 231-947-1400  

www.brownlumber.com  

 


